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2025 YEAR IN REVIEW SNAPSHOT

Region 5 was in at tendance at
the IAEM Capi to l  Hi l l  Day.

This v is i t  was to ensure that
federal  emergency

management remains a
dependable,  consistent  partner
for  local  and state agencies.  I t

was conveyed how shi f t ing
greater  responsib i l i ty  to states

wi th necessary support
creates a heavier  burden on

local  governments.  Also
stressed,  was how cuts to

federal  grant  programs would
severely undermine tour abi l i ty

to p lan,  t ra in and respond
when emergencies st r ike.

Region 5 part ic ipants inc luded
Mick Flemming (p ictured lef t  -
Northwest  Centra l  IL) ,  Tracy

Hameau (p ictured r ight  -
Jef ferson County,  WI) ,  Nick
Crossley (Hami l ton County,

OH),  & Ryan Wi lk inson (Eaton
County,  MI) .  

Count ies in Ohio held a
Legis lat ive Roundtable at

the Lucas County EOC.
County EMAs met wi th

legis lators to d iscuss EMA
topics,  inc luding i ts  h istory,
emphasize disasters star t

and end local ly ,  recap
federal ly  declared disasters

of  the past  25 years,
funding,  and more.

Feedback f rom legis lators
was overwhelming posi t ive,
and they expressed a new-
found understanding of  the

unique operat ions and
needs of  emergency

management.  In at tendance
were Northwest  Ohio county

EMAs, EMAO President ,
Representat ives f rom Ohio
House Distr ic ts 41,  42,  43

and 75,  and the Lucas
County Commissioner and

Administ rator .  

In response to the extreme
heat impact ing the region,

Duke Energy provided
Warren County EMA (OH)

wi th a donat ion to fund the
Extreme Heat Hydrat ion

Project .  The project
focused on provid ing

bot t led water  to cool ing
centers & f i rs t  responders

as a means to help the
communi ty stay safe and

hydrated.  As a resul t ,
Warren County EMA was
able to d ist r ibute bot t led

water  to 8 cool ing centers,
8 law enforcement agencies

and 15 f i re departments.
Over 440 cases of  water

were given out  (over 17,600
bot t les of  water) !

The State of  Minnesota
proudly opened the doors to

i ts  new State EOC af ter
almost  two years of

construct ion!  With an
appropr iat ion of  $42 mi l l ion
from state legis lature,  the

new EOC marks a
signi f icant  advancement in

the state ’s abi l i ty  to manage
emergencies,  coordinate

disaster  response and
protect  the people of

Minnesota.  Feature inc lude
a centra l ized hum,

redundant and secure
technology inf rastructure,

dedicated t ra in ing faci l i t ies,
storm-resi l ient  construct ion,

and energy ef f ic iency and
resi l ience.  

The Cold Weather
Deployment Ful l -Scale

Exerc ise occurred March 3-
10,  2025,  at  Northern
Michigan Univers i ty  in

Marquet te,  MI.  This exerc ise
focused on the act ivat ion of
the Michigan Transportable

Emergency Surge
Assistance (MI-TESA)

medical  uni t  & the Michigan
Mortuary Response Team

(MI-MORT) Disaster
Portable Morgue Uni t

(DPMU) to deploy outdoors
in cold weather condi t ions to
support  the Federal  Disaster

Mortuary Response Team
Region V (DMORT V) in

response to a natural
d isaster  mass fata l i ty

inc ident .

The 2025 NFL Draf t  was
held in Green Bay,

Wisconsin,  drawing over
600,000 at tendees,  the 2

largest  crowd in event
history.  Planning took more
than a year and involved the

NFL, local  and state
government,  publ ic  safety,
NGOs, the pr ivate sector ,

and the State Inc ident
Management Team. Brown

County Emergency
Management led t ra in ings

and exerc ises to ident i fy  and
address gaps.  The EOC was
act ivated wi th 30+ agencies
dur ing the event .  The NFL

Draf t  was deemed a success
with fewer inc idents than a

typical  footbal l  game.

n d

Union County Emergency
Management Agency (OH)
received their  Emergency

Management Accredi tat ion
Program (EMAP) award

from Past  EMAP Chair  and
current  EMAP

Commissioner Nick
Crossley in May 2025.
With 4 staf f  members,

Union County EMA star ted
working on accredi tat ion in

the mid 2000's.  With a
deeper focus placed on

accredi tat ion over the past
5 years,  they were able to

accompl ish their
accredi tat ion goal  ear ly

th is year.  Serv ing a
populat ion of  67,000

people,  Union County is
current ly  the smal lest

accredi ted county in the
U.S.
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