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Emergency Managers (EMs) need actionable forecasts from the
National Weather Service (NWS), including timing and hazard Do the SPC time series aid
in EM decision-making?

information for their specific location to adequately prepare and staff
ahead of a severe weather event.

This study explores how the Storm Prediction Center (SPC) time
series graphics, that are currently in development, can be leveraged
to add location specific information to forecasts. Through workshop
discussions with NWS forecasters and EMs, we learned how the
SPC time series graphics could be improved for future use.

* The visual representation of risks over time, for specific,
named locations provide more localized context to how a
severe weather event will unfold.

* These can help to make more informed, timely decisions
as well as aid in communicating with other local officials.
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« EMs play a critical role as information brokers during severe
weather events, making time-sensitive, location-specific decisions
and coordinating preparedness efforts. (Hoss & Fischbeck, 2018;
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 2015)
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* Timely and accurate forecasts from the NWS are essential for EMs
to plan, prepare, and communicate with their stakeholders ahead
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