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Grilled Rom aine Salad with Kumquats, Red Radishes, 
Cherry Tomatoes and Creamy Tarragon Dressing

Bon eless Shor t Ribs Braising Jus 

Locally Sou rced Season al Vegetables

Potato Gratin

Artisanal Bread and Butt er 

Spon ge Cake Layer ed with Lusciou s Cream and Chocol ate 
Filling and a Light Hint of Brandy

Champagne Toast Spon sor ed by

Freshly Brewed Star bucks® Regular  and Decaffeinated 
Coffee

Tazo Teas
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Including
CERTIFICATION AWARDS

INSTALLATION OF 2017-18 IAEM-USA OFFICERS

Presidential 
Banquet Program
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Welcome
•

Introductions
IAEM Past Presidents

IAEM-USA 2017-18 Board of Directors
Special Guests

•
Invocation and Dinner

•
Certifi cation Commissioner Recognition

•
Bravo Zulu Award

•
2017 Associate Emergency Managers and

Certifi ed Emergency Managers
Champagne Toast

•
2016-17 Presidential Concluding Remarks

•
Swearing-in of IAEM-USA Regional Presidents, Treasurer,

2nd Vice President, 1st Vice President and President
•

Passing of the Gavel
•

Inaugural Address
•

Adjournment

Program of Events
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2017 Statistics

2017 certifi cations 38
AEM®s

115
CEM®s

The Certifi cation Prep Course and Exam was offered nine times, while the 
exam was offered without the preparatory course an additional 15 times.
The Prep Course webinar was offered one time.

In 2017 IAEM launched the Featured Mentor pilot program and a free 
Certifi cation Webinar Series available at www.iaem.com/cem.

Total number actively
certifi ed

233
AEM®s

1,849
CEM®s

Total 2017 recertifi cations
Candidates due to recertify in 2017 have until 
12/31/17 to submit their applications through 
the online certifi cation portal.

66

Total number of candidates’
applications submitted in 2017359
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2016 AEM® / CEM® RECIPIENTS WHO RECEIVED THEIR DESIGNATION 
AFTER THE 2016 AWARDS DINNER
CERTIFIED EMERGENCY MANAGERS
Sherlita Amler, CEM – Mt. Kisco, NY
Michael Atkins, CEM – Honolulu, HI
Allison N. Bain, CEM – APO, AE
John M. Brown, CEM – Augusta, GA
Andrew J. Chen, CEM – New York, NY
Mark W. Christian, CEM – Flagstaff, AZ
Frank Comer, CEM – Gainesville, VA
Eric K. Conklin, CEM – Cumming, GA
Travis L. Cryan, CEM – Charlotte, NC
Christopher D. Durkin, CEM – Rochester, NY
Greg T. Galfano, CEM – Nashville, TN
Donald V. Gerkin, Jr., CEM – Baltimore, MD
Ali M. Gheith, CEM – Brooklyn, NY
Joseph T. Hench, CEM – Oregon, OH
Alexa J. Hussar, CEM – Unionville, VA
Elenka Jarolimek, CEM – Seattle, WA
Donald V. Keith, CEM – Tuscaloosa, AL
Amanda M. Le Monde, CEM – Suffolk, VA
Robert D. Lewin, CEM – San Luis Obispo, CA
Mike K. McHargue, CEM – Leadville, CO
Joseph Meluch, CEM – Indianapolis, IN

David J. Miller, Jr., CEM – East Meadow, NY
James W. Munday, CEM – Holmdel, NJ
Emma Paras, CEM – Philadelphia, PA
Jennifer Paris, CEM – Washington, DC
Maixent I. Ralaingita, CEM – Kathmandu Nepal
Lorraine Rapp, CEM – Alexandria, VA
James Raymond, CEM – Fort Collins, CO
Christopher M. Reynolds, CEM – Tampa, FL
Sharon Russell, CEM – Clearwater, FL
Jesse A. Sievers, CEM – Los Alamos, NM
Nan Silverman-Wise, CEM – Leonardtown, MD
Stephen A. Simpson, CEM – Ames, IA
Steven Still, CEM – Wilmington, NC
David R. Vihonski, CEM – Suffolk, VA

ASSOCIATE EMERGENCY MANAGERS
Jennifer L. Boldig, AEM – Indianapolis, IN
Guy DeMarco, AEM – Las Vegas, NV
William M. Fitzpatrick, AEM – Lawrenceville, GA
Allison M. Hope, AEM – Leesburg, VA
John Sellers, AEM – Silver Spring, MD
Jason R. Shaw, AEM – Winnipeg, MB Canada

2016-2017 CERTIFICATION COMMISSIONERS
CERTIFICATION COMMISSION CHAIR
Keith Dowler, CEM – Falls Church, VA 

CERTIFICATION COMMISSION VICE-
CHAIRS
Valerie Lucus-McEwen, CEM – Las Vegas, NV
Ian Carlton, CEM – Victoria, Australia

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Ian Carlton, CEM – Australia
Jeffrey Driskill, Sr., CEM – West Virginia
Brad Gair, CEM – United Arab Emirates
Benedict Gross, CEM – Germany
Tswen-Juh Gu, CEM – Taiwan
Sherry Hiriart, CEM – Canada
Nicholas de Rozario, CEM – Australia

EX OFFICIO ADVISORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES
Elizabeth Armstrong, MAM, CAE – IAEM CEO
Nick Crossley, CEM – Board Liaison
Daryl Lee Spiewak, CEM, CFM – Lead Instructor
Libby Turner, CEM – FEMA Representative

CERTIFICATION STAFF
Chelsea Firth
Sharon Kelly
Kate McClimans

COMMISSIONERS
Brian Bannon, CEM – Belcamp, MD
Jody Carter, CEM – Little Rock, AR 
Cullen Case, Jr., CEM – Minneapolis, MN
Rick Cox, CEM – Hawesville, KY
Ty Davisson, CEM – St. Louis, MO
Hugh Daniels, CEM – Park City, UT
Gordon Deno, CEM – Wilson, NC
Keith Dowler, CEM – Falls Church, VA
Sean Haglund, CEM – Lorton, VA
Jason Higginbotham, CEM – New Orleans, LA
Peter Hirai, CEM – Honolulu, HI
Pam Hobbs, CEM – Hanover, MD 
James Howson, CEM– Dunn Loring, VA
Thomas Ignelzi, CEM – Metairie, LA
Jeffrey Jellets, CEM – Atlanta, GA
Heather Kostecki, CEM – Chesapeake, VA
Valerie Lucus-McEwen, CEM – Las Vegas, NV
Edward Smith, CEM – Marietta, PA
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VIKKI L. STEMPKOWSKI MEMORIAL

Bravo Zulu Award
The award is given to someone for their 
outstanding contribution to the Certifi cation 
Commission and the Certifi cation Program, as 
judged by fellow Commissioners. “Bravo Zulu” 
is a Naval signal, conveyed by flag-hoist or voice 
radio, meaning “well done;” it has also passed into 
the spoken and written vocabulary. There are some 
myths and legends attached to this signal. The one 
most frequently heard has Admiral “Bull” Halsey 
sending it to ships of Task Force 38 during World War II.

Bravo Zulu comes from the Allied Naval Signal Book (ATP1 
Vol 1 series), an international naval signal code adopted 
after the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
created in 1949. World War II experience had shown that it 
was diffi cult, or even impossible, for ships of different navies 
to operate together unless they could readily communicate, and 
ACP 175 was designed to remedy this. ACP 175 was organized 
in the general manner of other signal books, that is, starting with 
1-flag signals, then 2-flag and so on. The 2-flag signals were 
organized by general subject, starting with AA, AB, AC, ... AZ, BA, BB, 
BC, ... BZ, and so on. The last signal on the “Administrative” page was 
BZ, standing for “well done.”

PAST IAEM PRESIDENTS
1952-54 George Arnold
1954-55 Joseph Malone
1955-56 Elliott R. Jackson
1956-57 Richard F. Lynch
1957-58 E.F. Ziegler
1958-59 Walter P. Halstead
1959-60 Philip Kein
1960-61 W.A. Weatherford
1961-62 Robert E. Condon
1962-63 Clyde E. Friend
1963-64 J. Herbert Simpson
1964-65 Larry W. Stephenson
1965-66 Robert H. Betts
1966-67 Peter C. McGillivray
1967-68 Arthur E. Burrell
1968-69 Evar P. Peterson
1969-70 Gilbert J. Leonard
1970-71 William G. Robinson
1971-72 Russell E. Pennell, Sr.
1972-73 William B. Marty

1973-74 J. Howard Proctor
1974-75 Walter D. Hyle
1975-76 Cecil H. Russell
1976-77 Lea Kungle
1977-78 William E. Smith
1978-79 John Rodgers
1979-80 William Thornton
1980-81 William R. Brady
1981-82 Dorothy J. Lewis
1982-83 Thomas E. Blosser
1983-84 Myra T. Lee
1984-85 Richard Casanova
1985-86 Ellis M. Stanley, Sr.
1986-87 E. Kay Harmon
1987-88 Avagene Moore, CEM
1988-89 John H. Pickett, CEM
1989-90 Richard W. Kendall, 
CEM
1990-91 Casey Marley
1991-92 John K. Schroeder, Jr.

1992-93 James L. Doran
1993-94 Rosemarie Chisholm-
Cohen, CEM
1994-95 Richard L. Winsett, PEM
1995-96 M. Jerry VeHaun, CEM
1996-97 Steven J. Charvat, CEM
1997-98 Randall C. Duncan, 
CEM
1998-99 Bill Appleby
1999-00 Phyllis Mann
2000-01 W.R. Zwerschke, CEM
2001-02 Bob Andrews
2002-03 J.R. Thomas
2003-04 Daryl Lee Spiewak, 
CEM, CFM
2004-05 Dewayne West, CEM
2005-06 Marg Verbeek, CEM
2006-07 Michael D. Selves, CEM
2007-08 Larry J. Gispert

IAEM-USA PRESIDENTS
2008-09 Russell Decker, CEM
2009-10 Pamela L’Heureux, CEM
2010-11 Eddie Hicks, CEM
2011-12 Hui-Shan Walker, CEM
2012-13 Jeffrey Walker, CEM
2013-14 Bruce Lockwood, CEM
2014-15 John “Rusty” Russell, Jr.
2015-16 Robie Robinson, CEM
2016-17 Lanita Lloyd, CEM

IAEM GLOBAL CHAIRS
2008-09 Arthur Rabjohn, CEM
2009-11 Rick Cox, CEM
2011-12 Hui-Shan Walker, CEM
2012-17 Ellis Stanley, Sr.

PAST AWARD RECIPIENTS:
2008 Billy Zwerschke, CEM

2009 Vikki L. Stempkowski, CEM

2010 Daryl L .Spiewak, CEM

2011 Brian Bovyn, CEM

2012 Jeff Jellets, CEM

2013 Dean Larson, CEM

2014 Lanita Lloyd, CEM

2015 Martin Boyle, CEM

2016 Christian Lanphere, CEM

2016 Jennifer Smysnuik, CEM
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2017 AEM®/CEM® Recipients
CERTIFIED EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS
Amy B. Aiken, CEM – Miami, FL
Rhenee K. Allen, CEM – Warrenton, OR
Robert L. Andrews, III, CEM – Austin, TX
David H. Bernstein, CEM – New York, NY
Charles Blanch, CEM – Welligton, New Zealand
Tobi A. Blanchard, CEM – Colorado Springs, CO
Michael J. Boldosser, CEM – Gaithersburg, MD
Kelly J. Brown, CEM – Dardanup, WA, Australia
Robert B. Bubala, CEM – Griffi th, IN
Kyle Burns, CEM – Overland Park, KS
Thomas M. Chin, CEM – San Francisco, CA
Bettina R. Coleman, CEM – Washington, DC
Thomas Congdon, CEM – Tallahassee, FL
Christina L. Cornwell, CEM – Spring Grove, PA
Catherine P. Dalton, CEM – St. Louis, MO
David Day, CEM – St. John’s, NF, Canada
Russell Dippy, CEM – Adelaide, SA, Australia
Joseph W. Dixon, Sr., CEM – Fulton, MD
Matthew Doughtie, CEM – Chicago, IL
Erin L. Duran, CEM – Colorado Springs, CO
Ray A. Edmond, CEM – Jacksonville, FL
Eric Tal Ehlers, CEM – Vernal, UT
Nici English, CEM – Baton Rouge, LA
Amanda M. Faul, CEM – Columbia, MD
Daniel Flynn, CEM – Carpinteria, CA
Aaron S. Freedkin, CEM – Pearland, TX
Michael Gaciri, CEM – DFW Airport, TX
Amelia Gagnon, CEM – Manassas, VA
Joshua M. Gelman, CEM – Pittsburgh, PA
John W. Giancaspro, CEM – Jersey City, NJ
Jeffery A. Gilkey, CEM – Danville, AR
Virgil W. Gray, CEM – Stafford, VA
Kevin J. Guthrie, CEM – New Port Richey, FL
David T. Guynn, CEM – Chapel Hill, NC
Jeffery W. Harvey, CEM – Buckhannon, WV
Toni Hauser, CEM – Minneapolis, MN
Ryan M. Hay, CEM – Bethlehem, PA
Charles A. Haynes, CEM – Rock Hill, SC
Sue Hecht, CEM – Alsip, IL
Susan E. Henry, CEM – Calgary, AB, Canada
Greg V. Hertz, Jr., CEM – Alexandria, VA
Addison T. Hesslink, CEM – Palm Desert, CA
Scott C. Huffman, CEM – Indianapolis, IN
Chet W. Hunter, CEM – Saint Louis, MO

Steven L. Hynes, CEM – Delray Beach, FL
Jason D. Ingram, CEM – Virginia Beach, VA
Dale Jacques, CEM – San Jose, CA
Timothy Jeske, CEM – Meridian, TX
Sarah E. Johnston, CEM – Tuscaloosa, AL
Michael D. Kern, CEM – Honolulu, HI
Kathryne M. Kitzmiller, CEM– Woodbridge, VA
Britani J. Koroknay, CEM – Suffolk, VA
Kristina Laboy, CEM – Gaithersburg, MD
Lorri C. Laface, CEM – Airdrie, AB, Canada
Rhonda L. Lawson, CEM – Round Rock, TX
Micaela C. Lewis, CEM – San Antonio, TX
Wesley R. Light, CEM – Lafayette Hill, PA
Michelle L. Lilly, CEM – La Plata, MD
Sophia L. Lopez, CEM – Seattle, WA
Carolyn M. Macola, CEM – Loomis, CA
Brendan Manning, CEM – Marlborough, NH
James D. Marsee, II, CEM – Durham, NC
John B. Marshall, CEM – Fredericksburg, VA
Ryan A. McEwan, CEM – Cincinnati, OH
Susan J. McMahan, CEM – Lawrence, KS
Gale PJ McMahon, CEM – Calgary, AB, Canada
Scott C. Melligan, CEM – Kingston, NC
Shaun P. Miller, CEM – Katy, TX
Rob Morton, CEM – Calgary, AB, Canada
Ralph T. Nazzaro, CEM – Annandale, VA
John Austin Newcomer, CEM – Novato, CA
Jenny Novak, CEM – Encino, CA
Rachel R. Nutter, CEM – Durant, OK
Abdullahi Bandele Onimode, CEM – Abuja, Nigeria
Clay Pacheco, CEM – Oviedo, FL
Shane A. Pellom, CEM – University Heights, OH
John Penido, CEM – Sierra Madre, CA
Courtney Perrier Bear, CEM – Tucson, AZ
David H. Peterson, Jr., CEM – Bluffton, SC
Paul T. Phillips, CEM – Cheyenne, WY
Bradly Pierce, CEM – Rockwall, TX
Ryan Pleskach, CEM – Liverpool, NY
David R. Powell, CEM – Charlotte, NC
Michael D. Prasad, CEM – Summit, NJ
Justin Pummell, CEM – Honolulu, HI
Thomas Quinn, IV, CEM – El Paso, TX
Emma Ratajczak, CEM – Chicago, IL
Christopher Reilly, CEM – San Rafael, CA
Patrice Y. Reisen-Hicks, CEM – Austin, TX
Patrick J. Repman, CEM – Midland, TX
Brandon C. Robbins, CEM – Fenton, MO
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Julie K. Roberts, CEM – Marshall, TX
Chad N. Rogers, CEM – Las Vegas, NV
Robert Roller, CEM – Derwood, MD
David Ruhlig, CEM – Crofton, MD
John A. Ruiz, CEM – San Francisco, CA
David G. Samaniego, CEM – Chicago, IL
Tom Sampson, CEM – Calgary, AB, Canada
Lucia C. Schmit, CEM – Falls Church, VA
Sara C. Seaman, CEM – Wallops Island, VA
Traci H. Smith, CEM – Alexandria, VA
Martin F. Spellacy, CEM – Alexandria, VA
Todd M. Stansfi eld, CEM – San Diego, CA
Blake E. Stave, CEM – Alexandria, VA
William E. Sumner, CEM – APO, AE
David L. Teska, CEM – Lawrence, KS
Brian S. Thomas, CEM – Concord, NC
Sarah B. Thompson, CEM – Washington, DC
Pablo Valadez, CEM – Los Angeles, CA
Shane ValVerde, CEM – Frisco, TX
Gregory P. Vernon, CEM – Alexandria, VA
Kelli L. Whitton, CEM – Philadelphia, PA
Jannine Wilmoth, CEM – Glendale, AZ
Jeffrey R. Wooden, CEM – Alexandria, VA
Kevin Wowk, CEM – Edmonton, AB, Canada

ASSOCIATE EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS
Eric G. Bachman, AEM – Manheim, PA
Andre Briggs, AEM – Dallas, TX
Jorge O. Campa, AEM – Pembroke Pines, FL
Billy Chambers, AEM – Austin, TX
Joseph Dellamura, AEM – Hamden, CT
Kara Easton, AEM – Las Vegas, NV
Rodney J. Elkins, AEM – Miami, FL
Amy Heimberger, AEM – Buckhannon, WV
Rachael Herr, AEM – St. Louis, MO
Jose Herrera, AEM – Miramar, FL
Catherine Holmes-Stanley, AEM – Miami Gardens, 
FL
Brian W. Hutchinson, AEM – West Vancouver, BC, 
Canada
Jared Knudsen, AEM – Edmonton, AB, Canada
Mimi M. Konoza, AEM – Arlington, VA
Glen Drew LaBar, Jr., AEM – Roxboro, NC
Erin K. Lavelle, AEM – Arlington, VA
Shannon E. McCrone, AEM – Oxnard, CA
Henry T. McDonald, Jr., AEM – Parsons, WV

Robert D. Medford, AEM – Camden, AR
Melissa Newcity, AEM – Fulshear, TX
Craig Nimsgern, AEM – Las Vegas, NV
Babatunde Abiodun Olowookere, AEM – Abuja, 
Nigeria
Morgan Peterson, AEM – Cincinnati, OH
Mark Pickford, AEM – Edmonton, AB, Canada
Erin E. Rowe, AEM – Noblesville, IN
Buddy Staats, AEM – St. Louis, MO
J. Carver Struve, AEM – Alexandria, VA
Roland A. Temah, AEM – Waldorf, MD
Michael R. Tessari, AEM – Huntersville, NC
Sarah Thompson, AEM – Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Joseph A. Tull, AEM – Fort Lee, VA
Kyesha Turner, AEM – New York, NY
Brian J. Uhl, AEM – Santa Barbara, CA
Michelle R. Villegas, AEM – Layton, UT
China B. Walker, AEM – Washington, DC
Tyler M. Woodard, AEM – Norfolk, NE
Erica Gray Wylie, AEM – Randallstown, MD
Robin Yang, AEM – Doral, FL

LIFETIME CERTIFIED EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS
Guy Michel Corriveau, CEM – Langley BC, Canada
Kathryn Gerk, CEM – Pinole, CA
N. Thomas Greenlee, CEM – Terre Haute, IN
Timothy P. Lockett, CEM – Topeka, KS

CERTIFIED EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS (UPGRADED FROM 
ASSOCIATE EMERGENCY 
MANAGER)
Paul D. Cull, CEM – Nova Friburgo, RJ, Brazil
Nicholas Furnari, CEM – Houston, TX
Matthew R. Hart, CEM – Boston, MA
Robyn M. Heibert, CEM – Fort McMurray, AB, 
Canada
W. Sean Holland, CEM – Hampton, NJ
Obiano A. Huntley, CEM – Brooklyn, NY
Paul Kosiba, CEM – Westbury, NY
EmilyJane McLoughlin, CEM – Washington, DC
Corey M. Nevels, CEM – Fort Myers, FL
Jonathan C. Rackard, Jr., CEM – Lawrenceville, GA
Teresa A. Scott, CEM – Woodbridge, VA


