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Recommendations for Preserving the Federal FirstNet Network 

 

1. Length of Extension of Sunset of FirstNet Authority 

1. Extend the sunset for 10 – 20 years. 

2. Do not set the sunset date at the same time as the FirstNet contract renewal (15 

years extension) – it creates too much uncertainty in changes in conditions of the 

contract during the federal contracting process. 

1. Preferably aim for the sunset to expire on September 30 (the end of a fiscal year) 

and not during an election year. 

2. Establish a recurring 10-year renewal of the First Responder Network Authority’s 

authorization, contingent upon the Secretary’s confirmation that it has fulfilled its 

statutory duties and subject to congressional oversight. 

 

2. Redlines About Federal FirstNet Governance to Protect 

1. Maintain the authority of the federal FirstNet Board. 

i. It has representatives from public safety; the federal government; and 

industry. 
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1. Congress should consider adding the NTIA Administrator to the FirstNet 

Board (as a representative of the Department of Commerce). 

2. NTIA should ensure geographical diversity to the FirstNet Board. 

3. NTIA should return to setting up staggered terms for the FirstNet Board 

members. 

4. For the Cabinet-level officials on the FirstNet Board, they should be 

required to attend or send Executive Schedule official as a designate. 

2. Maintain the role of the Public Safety Advisory Committee. 

1. It speaks for the public safety end users of the network and provides 

important guidance to the FirstNet Board members. 

2. The PSAC should not be designated as a FACA committee to ensure 

candid discussions between the PSAC members, the federal FirstNet staff, 

and the contractor of the NPSBN, which is AT&T. 

3. NTIA should work to improve the business processes for federal FirstNet. 

1. It is important that staffing and financial decisions (and financial 

transactions) should be administered in an efficient manner, so that 

the federal FirstNet network can be managed as efficiently as a 

commercial network (actually, more efficiently, because the federal 

FirstNet network is a life safety system for use during 

emergencies). 

2. The AT&T sustainability payments should be used for 

improvements to maintain and improve the federal FirstNet 

network. 

3. The contract should not be renegotiated mid-contract nor should non-contracted 

carriers be allowed access to the federal FirstNet core. 

1. The federal FirstNet network already can share voice and text data with 

other carriers.   

2. The federal FirstNet network’s requirements for priority access and 

ruthless preemption remain key components of the network. 

4. Federal FirstNet should continue to be required to modernize the network and 

maintain its ability to adapt to new technology, including upgrading the 5G core 

and eventually evolving the network to 6G capability. 


