IAEM Call to Action Template
[Highlight of the recent action that was taken and the implications for IAEM/ Emergency Management]
As [Emergency Managers/Concerned Stakeholders/IAEM], we are deeply committed to the safety and well-being of our communities. Our agencies and organizations are tasked with the responsibility of preparing our communities for disasters, responding to the immediate needs of our communities during disasters and leading recovery once life safety is secured. We believe it is crucial that the voices of Emergency Managers are heard.
· [IAEM represents thousands of emergency management professionals dedicated to safeguarding communities across the U.S.]
· [Our members bring real-world expertise and operational experience to inform sound public policy decisions.]
· [IAEM is committed to professional development, certification, and education to strengthen the emergency management workforce.]
· [We collaborate with non-governmental organizations, private-sector, federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial partners to enhance national resilience.]
[Why and how this issue would impact Local Emergency Managers/Concerned Stakeholders/IAEM]
· [Emphasis on local expertise and experience on the issues]
· [Highlight the critical need for sustained investment in emergency management programs and personnel.]
· [Highlight the relationship between Emergency Management at all levels of government and our reliance on partnership with federal agencies for support]
· [Emphasize the collaborative basis for our profession, working across local, state, and federal partners.]
How Members Can Help:
· [Contact your Congressional Representatives and Senators.]
· [Contact your State Representatives and Senators.]
· [Share stories of impacts or experiences.]
· [Communicate with local officials and agency administrators.]
· [Develop and maintain regular communication with key policymakers and their teams.]
· [Develop strong relationships with private-sector Emergency Management.]
· [Position IAEM members as subject matter experts and trusted advisors on emergency management issues.]
· [Engage in bipartisan outreach to ensure broad support for emergency management priorities.]
· [Promote IAEM as the leading voice for emergency management professionals across the nation.]
· [Ensure IAEM is actively involved in shaping emergency management policy at all levels of government.]
Priority Issues:
· [Ensure adequate funding for local emergency management programs.]
· [Advocate for the timely distribution of federal funds.]
· [Support increased state investment in emergency preparedness and response.]
· [Address disparities between local tax bases and community response capabilities.]
· [Emphasize a whole-of-community approach to disaster response.]
· [Emergency managers are on the front lines of disaster preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.]
· [Investing in emergency management saves lives, reduces economic losses, and strengthens community resilience.]
· [Emergency management is a professional discipline that requires specialized training, certification, and continuous learning due to an everchanging threat/hazard landscape.]
· [Strong emergency management programs are essential to national security and public health.]
· [Support for emergency management ensures communities are prepared for natural disasters, public health crises, and emerging threats.]
Decisions that impact emergency management must be informed by professionals with firsthand experience. By uniting our voices, we can drive meaningful changes that strengthen our ability to serve and protect our communities. Together, we can strengthen IAEM's influence, advance the emergency management profession, and build a more resilient nation.
· [Lead with integrity, professionalism, and a commitment to the emergency management mission.]
· [If your organization does not permit you to advocate in an official capacity, represent IAEM through your role on the Government Affairs Committee.]
