
The Intersection of Critical Infrastructure and Emergency
Management:  An Agency’s Preparation for Freight Rail

Disruption

Presented by: Michael Sharon, CEM, Chief of the Emergency Programs
Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture's Office of Homeland Security

Presentation Abstract: In the fall of 2022, the U.S. faced a nationwide
disruption of a key critical infrastructure element: the rail transportation
system. This presentation will provide one federal agency’s perspective on
the potential impacts of national rail disruption and will describe the
interagency coordination structure that developed was in preparation for
the event. Attendees will learn how Presidential Policy Directive-44
provides a mechanism for other federal agencies to lead the response to
an emergency outside of a conventional disaster declaration under the
Stafford Act.
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