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Presentation Abstract: Tornadoes pose a deadly and challenging
threat to much of the US. Emergency managers must approach each
severe weather episode with an eye toward community preparedness,
unique response and readiness considerations, and an expectation that
each event could result in significant impacts. This presentation will provide
(a) an overview of the tornado threat; (b) an introduction to tools and
information available to equip the emergency manager to address the
community resilience, stakeholder readiness, and disaster operations
issues driven by the tornado threat; and (c) specific examples of strategies
and tactics to employ in tornado and severe weather disaster response and
recovery operations. Lessons learned presented during this presentation
will be taken from Alabama, which currently leads the nation in tornado
fatalities since 1950, and which endured and recovered from the
catastrophic April 27, 2011  tornado outbreak one decade ago.
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