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Presentation Abstract: Post Katrina Louisiana’s Health Department 
(LDH) used some of the Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) funding to 
create a regional Emergency Medical Services liaison position entitled EMS 
Designated Regional Coordinators (EMS DRCs). Regional EMS DRCs work 
with local pre-hospital agencies, hospital coalitions, and local/state/federal 
counterparts during the preparedness and response phases of a disaster. 
During this presentation we will explore the EMS DRCs role during the 
2020/2021 COVID pandemic and annual hurricane season. Discussions will 
include the significant role EMS DRCs play in preparation and response of 
emergency management, best practices, lessons learned, and networking 
throughout the state to better coordinate resources needed. 
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